Balancing Dragonfly
Science Experiment
Method
1. Print the dragonfly onto card and cut it out.

You will need:

2. Cut between the wings so that each of the wings is
separate, but still attached to the body.

Card

Dragonfly Template

3. Snip along the front legs.

Scissors

4. Colour in the dragonfly.

2 paperclips

5. Side a paperclip onto the tip of each front wing and
angle them downwards slightly.

Colouring pencils or felt-tip pens

6. Curl the length of the body upwards.
7. Fold the sides of the face downwards and angle the
head downwards too.
8. Fold the rear set of wings upwards.
9. Now the children are ready to explore the
balancing effect.

Can you color your dragonfly so that each side is the same?
Can you add a paperclip to the end of each wing?
Can you balance your dragonfly on the tip of your finger?
Can you walk with the dragonfly still balanced on your finger?
What else, around the room, can you balance youd
dragonfly on?
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Can you color your dragonfly so that each side is the same?
Can you add a paperclip to the end of each wing?
Can you balance your dragonfly on the tip of your finger?
Can you walk with the dragonfly still balanced on your finger?
What else, around the room, can you balance your
dragonfly on?

Jumping Frog
Science Experiment
Method
1. Before you begin the activity, you will need to cut
lots of small frog shapes out of the green tissue
paper, about 4cm tall. It may be easier to fold the
tissue paper in half and cut the shape so that it is
symmetrical, as shown in the images below.
2. Snip 2cm up, along the centre fold of each frog.
This will help the frog to balance on the edge of
the bowl when the children do the experiment.
3. Set up the working area for the children. You will
need the ruler, bowl of water, frogs and cloth.
Balance a few of the tissue paper frogs on the
edge of the bowl.
4. With the children, get them to make the frogs
jump. Ask the child to give the ruler a big rub
with the cloth, to build up the static electricity,
then carefully hold the ruler a couple of cm over
the frog. The frog will jump onto the ruler.
5. With a little flick of the ruler, the child can make
the frog ‘hop into the pond’.
6. Ask the children to try using the wooden block
to make the frog jump. Can they ‘charge up’ the
block like they charged up the ruler?

You will need:
Green tissue paper
Plastic ruler
Scissors
Bowl with a small amount of
water in
Duster or cloth
Wooden block

Try the experiment with a wooden block instead of a ruler. Does it work?
hop into the pond?
Can you flick the ruler away from the frog a tiny bit and make your frog
Can you hold the ruler over the frog? What did the frog do?
Really rub it!
Can you ‘charge up’ your ruler by giving it a big rub with the cloth?
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Can you ‘charge up’ your ruler by giving it a big rub with the cloth?
Really rub it!
Can you hold the ruler over the frog? What did the frog do?
Can you flick the ruler away from the frog a tiny bit and make your frog
hop into the pond?
Try the experiment with a wooden block instead of a ruler. Does it work?

Shaving Foam Rain Clouds
Science Experiment
Method

1. Fill the small bowls with water, then
add a different food colouring to
each. The more food colouring you
add, the darker the colour will be.

2. Fill your large glass or vase
up to about 2/3 full.
3. Squirt a generous amount of
shaving foam on top of the
water to create a ‘cloud’.
4. Drop small amounts of coloured
water onto the ‘cloud’ using
the pipette or syringe.

You will need:

Clear glass or vase with a
wide brim
Food colouring
Shaving foam
Small bowls
Water

What different colours are made by the ‘rain’?
Is it near the edge of the glass or in the middle?
Where does the coloured water come through the cloud quickest?
Did it take a long time for it to start ‘raining’?
What do you think is going to happen to the coloured water?
When you’ve squirted the shaving foam, what colour are
you going to use first?
Can you mix them with water in some small bowls?
What colours are you going to choose?
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What colours are you going to choose?
Can you mix them with water in some small bowls?
When you’ve squirted the shaving foam, what colour are
you going to use first?
What do you think is going to happen to the coloured water?
Did it take a long time for it to start ‘raining’?
Where does the coloured water come through the cloud quickest?
Is it near the edge of the glass or in the middle?
What different colours are made by the ‘rain’?

