Pyxis Class Home Learning Activities
W.B. 06.07.20

Read the text and discuss what it is about with your helper. Identify that it is a persuasive piece of
writing and talk about any words or phrases that you don’t understand. Next you should answer
the questions on the sheet, referring to the text where needed.
Writing to Persuade: Read the ‘Visit Milton Keynes!’ leaflet and talk about how it is persuading
the reader to visit the town. Look for examples of words that might persuade them. Talk about
where you live and discuss why someone would want to visit there. Alternatively, you could write
about another place that you know well. If you have access to a printer, use the writing to
persuade worksheet to record ideas and information and plan a persuasive leaflet. If you are
unable to print, simply record your ideas on a piece of paper or in a notebook. Perhaps you could
go for a walk and take photos of interesting places where you live, to include them on your
leaflet?
Comparing maps of the UK: This activity provides a physical map and political map of the UK.
Spend time looking at both with your helper and discuss what is the same and what is different
about them. Discuss with your helper that a physical map shows the landscape features, whereas
a political map shows countries’ borders and major towns and cities. You should then complete
the questions, using the maps to help with your answers.
Creating a map of the UK: Look at the blank outline map of the UK with your helper. Do you
recognise that it is the UK? Using the physical and political maps provided with the comparing
maps of the UK activity, you should add the places listed to create your own map of the UK. You
then need to add other places to the map. Perhaps you could add where you live, places that you
have visited or any other areas in the UK that are important or significant to your family.
Reading a key in KS2: You need to learn how to use keys when investigating maps, and to create
your own. Look at the map shown on the worksheet and discuss what each of the symbols could
mean. You should complete the key for the map. Challenge yourself to create a map of where you
live, creating your own key (or using the same one from the first activity) to show both human and
physical features.
Human and physical features of places: Maps show human (manmade) and physical (natural)
features of landscapes (link back to the work looking at the maps of the UK). Look at the images of
Milton Keynes. Can they identify human and physical features on the photographs? Add labels
around the outside and create a key using two different colours to show which are human and
physical features. You could then use the information leaflet about visiting Milton Keynes, and
other information that you could find, to compare Milton Keynes to where you live, using your
geographical knowledge.

Spellings: Please see the ‘Spelling Tab’ for this week’s spellings.
This week there is an additional spelling activity called ‘Using a Dictionary’. Give it a go!
Additional Activities:
• Look at examples of persuasive leaflets, or collect some if you can, and look at how they
persuade people. You could also use this as an opportunity to plan places that you would
like to visit in the future!
• Find maps of where you live (paper copies or online) and plan routes for daily walks and
exercise.
• When outside, look for examples of physical and human geographical features.
• Draw your house, or a landscape of somewhere near where you live. You could paint from
a photo, or take a sketch book out on a walk with you. Maybe you could look at famous
artists who painted landscapes (e.g. Claude Monet, John Constable, Thomas Gainsborough,
J.M.W Turner) and try to create a landscape painting in a similar style.

The United Kingdom
Label the places below on the map.

The capital countries of the UK: Edinburgh, Cardiff, London, Belfast

Major cities of the UK: Manchester, Newcastle, Glasgow, Liverpool,
Sheffield, Bristol, Birmingham, Aberdeen, Bath, Leeds , Dundee, Norwich,
Inverness, Plymouth, Sunderland, Swansea, Exeter, Oxford,
Bangor, Newport.

The oceans and seas surrounding the United Kingdom: Irish Sea, Atlantic
Ocean, North Sea, English Channel, Celtic Sea
Two rivers: The Thames, Severn.

Add other information to your map, showing places that you have visited.

The United Kingdom

Use the two maps of the United Kingdom to create your own map.

Comparing maps activity

Answers

Questions about the different
maps of the United Kingdom
1. Look carefully at the two maps.
a) What does the physical map show?

A physical map shows the physical geographical features of an area.
This map shows the larger cities and towns of the UK. Names of countries are also shown but are not
very clear. The physical map has rivers and large bodies of water shown. The grey areas around larger
cities (such as London) show that it is an urban area. The other colours show the height of the land,
green being low level, and yellow showing higher land, large hills and mountains.

b) What does the political map show?

A political map shows the government borders for countries and the location of capitals and major cities
and towns.
This map shows countries of the UK and larger cities and towns, including the capital cities of each
country of the UK.

2. Which map would you use to find the rivers of the UK?
physical map

3. a) Name the four countries that make up the United Kingdom, and their
capital cities.

Country

Capital city

England

London

Scotland

Edinburgh

Wales

Cardiff

Northern Ireland

Belfast

3. b) Which map shows this more clearly?
Political map
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Comparing maps activity

Answers

4. On the physical map, why are some areas shaded green and others
yellow or orange?
Answers should state that it shows the height of the land.
The yellow and orange parts show where there are mountains.
The green areas show where the land is flatter.
The colours show if there are mountains there or whether the land is flatter.

5. Choose the correct map, to help you answer the questions below.
a) In which country are the Grampian Mountains?
Scotland

b) Name a city or town on the east coast of Scotland.
Aberdeen, Arbroath, Kircaldy (shown on political map)
Many others are shown on the physical map

c) What is the name of the island on the south coast of England?
Isle of Wight

d) In which country of the UK will you find these towns or cities?
Ipswich
Newport
Hartlepool
Stirling
Omagh

England
Wales
England
Scotland
Northern Ireland

e) Name the three largest urban areas in the UK.
London
Manchester
Birmingham
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Physical Map of the United Kingdom

Capital of the United Kingdom

Rivers

Capitals of the countries
within the United Kingdom

Towns and cities
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Political Map of the United Kingdom

Capital of the United Kingdom

Towns and cities

Capitals of the countries
within the United Kingdom
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Comparing maps activity

Questions

Questions about the different
maps of the United Kingdom
1. Look carefully at the two maps.
a) What does the physical map show?

b) What does the political map show?

2. Which map would you use to find the rivers of the UK?

3. a) Name the four countries that make up the United Kingdom, and their
capital cities.

Country

Capital city

3. b) Which map shows this more clearly?

copyright 2020

Comparing maps activity

Questions

4. On the physical map, why are some areas shaded green and others
yellow or orange?

5. Choose the correct map, to help you answer the questions below.
a) In which country are the Grampian Mountains?

b) Name a city or town on the east coast of Scotland.

c) What is the name of the island on the south coast of England?

d) In which country of the UK will you find these towns or cities?
Ipswich
Newport
Hartlepool
Stirling
Omagh
e) Name the three largest urban areas in the UK.
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Human and physical
features of places
Can you identify the human and physical features in these images
of Milton Keynes?
Human features are those that have been placed there by people,
such as roads, buildings or fences.
Physical features are those that would appear naturally in the environment,
such as woodlands, lakes, mountains or rivers.
Label the features that you see and use colour to show which are human
features and which are physical features.

human features

physical features

Challenge

Compare the town of Milton Keynes with where you live.
Use information from the tourist leaflet about Milton Keynes, and
information that you know about your own city, town or village and compare
the geographical features of the two. You could use maps available online to
help you with this.

Creating a Key

All maps should have a key and they use symbols to represent human and
physical geographical features. The map below is missing information from
its key – can you complete it?

Key - what do you think these symbols represent?

Where I live

Can you create a map of where you live?
Use symbols and a key to label geographical features on your map.

Visit Milton Keynes!
Milton Keynes is a large, vibrant town in Buckinghamshire with
many attractions for families to enjoy. It was created as a
‘new town’ in 1967 and has grown to a population of nearly
300,000 in recent years.

Shopping
Milton Keynes has a retail centre in the middle of the town, with
a shopping area of 166,000m2 and over 220 retail outlets. If
you have a shopaholic in your family, this is the place to be!
There is something for everyone in this lively hub.

History
People know that Milton Keynes is a new town but there are
actually many amazing historical places that you can visit.
Bletchley Park, where they cracked the Enigma code in World
War II is there and Stone Stratford is full of old coaching inns
for you to explore.

Outdoor Life
Because Milton Keynes was so carefully planned, there are
many open spaces throughout for you to enjoy. The Great
Ouse meanders through the town and many paths follow
the route of this river. The Grand Union Canal can also be
enjoyed, strolling along its banks and enjoying the beautiful
Buckinghamshire countryside.

Getting Around
One of the things Milton Keyes is most famous for is its
roundabouts! The town was built around a grid system, which
means that the town’s main roads are on the outskirts of
housing and industrial estates, rather than running through
them. This means that you should reach your destinations
within the town quickly and easily. There is also a separate
pedestrian and cycle network called ‘The Redways’ that
will help you get from A to B safely and away from most of
the busy traffic. It is a well-connected town, with a trainline
straight into London and junctions to the M1.
There are many other things that you should see while you are
exploring the town, including its theatre, football stadium, ski
centre and the famous concrete cows!
Why not come and give Milton Keynes a visit?

Come and Visit Where I Live!
Create a leaflet to persuade someone to visit where you live.

Think about places that people might want to visit or anything that it is
famous for.
Remember that the leaflet needs to persuade, so think about persuasive
phrases and positive language that you could use.
Use the space below to make notes and plan your ideas, then create your
leaflet using plain paper, or on a computer if you have one.

Answers

Y5/6 Reading Practice

Questions about Visit Milton Keynes!
1. What do you think the main purpose of this writing is? Tick one.

x

to explain
to persuade
to entertain
to instruct

2. Where did they crack the Enigma code?

Bletchley Park

3. Match the name to the body of water.
Grand Union
Great Ouse

river
canal

4. What one thing does the text say that Milton Keynes is most famous for?

roundabouts

5. ‘The Great Ouse meanders through the town…’
What does the word ‘meander’ mean?

If something meanders, it means that it is taking a winding or curved path
6. Find and copy a word from the text that means walking leisurely.

strolling

7. Why might shopaholics like to visit Milton Keynes?

Accept answers that refer to the large shopping centre there.
There is a huge shopping centre with 166,00m2 of shop space.
There are over 220 shops there, so if you like shopping, that is a lot of shops to visit.
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Y5/6 Reading Practice

Answers

8. What might make people think that Milton Keynes does not have
any history?

Milton Keynes was only built in 1967 so it is new. People might not
realise that there were things there before Milton Keynes was built.
9. Write the heading for the section each piece of information comes
from in the table below.
Heading

Information

getting around

It is a well-connected town,
with a trainline straight into
London and junctions to
the M1.

shopping

There is something for
everyone in this large
retail centre.

getting around

This means that you should
reach your destinations within
the town quickly and easily.

history

Stone Stratford is full of old
coaching inns for you
to explore.

10. Would you like to visit Milton Keynes? Yes or no.

Answers will vary.

Explain why, referring to information from the text.

Answers will vary, but explanations must refer to the text to explain
their answer.
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Questions

Y5/6 Reading Practice

Questions about Visit Milton Keynes!
1. What do you think the main purpose of this writing is? Tick one.
to explain
to persuade
to entertain
to instruct

2. Where did they crack the Enigma code?

3. Match the name to the body of water.
Grand Union
Great Ouse

river
canal

4. What one thing does the text say that Milton Keynes is most famous for?

5. ‘The Great Ouse meanders through the town…’
What does the word ‘meander’ mean?

6. Find and copy a word from the text that means walking leisurely.

7. Why might shopaholics like to visit Milton Keynes?
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Y5/6 Reading Practice

Questions

8. What might make people think that Milton Keynes does not have
any history?

9. Write the heading for the section each piece of information comes
from in the table below.
Heading

Information

It is a well-connected town,
with a trainline straight into
London and junctions to
the M1.
There is something for
everyone in this large
retail centre.
This means that you should
reach your destinations within
the town quickly and easily.
Stone Stratford is full of
old coaching inns for you
to explore.

10. Would you like to visit Milton Keynes? Yes or no.

Explain why, referring to information from the text.
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