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Reading Practice – How to make a pin wheel  
Read the text ‘How to make a pinwheel’ with your child and discuss what type of text this is 
(instructions). Would they like to make one? Ask your child to answer the questions, referring to 
the text when needed.     
 
Writing Task – My toy advert  
Look at magazine and online adverts for toys. Talk about how these persuade people to buy the 
toys and discuss the language that is used. Your child could make a note of anything they notice 
on the worksheet provided or this could be discussed. (Note: persuasive writing is emotive, using 
powerful language to persuade. In this case it should be positive language – e.g. magnificent, 
superb, educational. Positive images of the toy being played with, competitive price etc will all 
help to persuade.)  
 
Using adverts that you have found as inspiration, your child should then design a magazine advert 
for a toy. This could be a toy that they already have, or one that they have made in the design and 
make activity. They could use paper, or perhaps a computer, to create their persuasive advert. 
 
Design and Make  
Ask your child to think about simple toys that a young child may use (such as the pin wheel in the 
reading practice). Using the research, design, make and evaluate sheets, your child will be guided 
through the design process to create their own toy. They will need to research toys, design, make 
then evaluate their finished product. Images of simple mechanical toys are included in the pack, to 
help with research. Simple mechanical toys can be made using card and paper, or your child might 
choose to use the instructions from the reading practice to make a pinwheel.  
 
Toys from the past  
Talk about toys from the past with your child. What toys do they play with that you also played 
with as a child and how have they changed over time? Look at the images on the ‘toys from the 
past’ worksheet. Does your child know what these toys are? (trike, doll, rocking horse, mechanical 
monkey, spinning top, roller skate) Ask your child to complete the table, thinking about the age of 
the children who would have used these and how they would have been played with. Are there 
modern versions of the toy available today? Talk about how toys have changed over the decades. 
Your child should then choose one toy to write about in detail. 
 
Daily Journal  
Encourage your child to write everyday by completing this daily journal. It asks them to think 
about the toys and games that they have played with each day, including those used outside. 
 

Spellings: Please see the ‘Spelling Tab’ for this week’s spellings. 
 



Additional Activities: 
 

• Write instructions for how to use toys and games in your home.  
• Play different games as a family. What board games do you have?  
• Invite your child to create games that they could play. Perhaps it could be an active game that 
could be played outside or a board game based on a topic that they enjoy.  
• Interview other family members about toys that they played with when they were young. Are 
there any that are still played with today?  
• Develop art skills by sketching one of their favourite toys.  
• Explore toys for young children and the mechanisms that they use (wheels, sliders etc). Could 
they make a toy using one of these mechanisms?  
• Create other adverts for toys. Could they use technology to film a TV advert? 

 

 
 

 



How to make a pinwheel
Small children love to play with toys that spin. But who doesn’t? Use these  
instructions to make your own pinwheel to play with in your garden or on the beach.

You will need:
• paper

• a straw

• a split pin

• scissors

• glue 

• a ruler

• a pencil

Step 1

Cut your paper into a square,  
20cm by 20cm.

Step 2
Using your ruler, draw a line to 
connect the opposite corners of the 
square to create four triangles.

Step 3
In the centre of the square, draw 
around a small circular object (e.g. a 
glue stick lid).



Step 4
Carefully, cut along the lines until you 
reach the edge of the circle. Do not 
cut all the way to the centre point.

Step 5 
Apply glue to the right corner of one 
of the triangles.

Step 6
Glue the corner into the centre of 
the drawn circle.

Step 7
Glue the remaining right corners of each 
triangle, making sure that they overlap in 
the centre.

Step 8
Mark the centre of your pinwheel, making 
sure that all of the glued corners of the 
triangles are below this point.

Step 9
Push a split pin through the centre of your 
pinwheel, carefully. 

Step 10
Attach a straw to the back of your pinwheel 
using the split pin, and secure.
TOP TIP!
Make sure that you do not make the  
split pin too tight, or you your pinwheel  
won’t spin!



Questions

Now you have made your very own pinwheel. It’s great fun to play with on a windy 
day in the garden or on the beach. You could use colouring pens or pencils to 
decorate your pinwheel.
Why not make more in different colours? 

1. What will you make if you follow these instructions?

Recall

2. List four things that you need to make a pinwheel.

3. How large must your square of paper be?

4. What is pushed through the middle of the pinwheel?

Vocabulary
5. Find and copy a word that means join.



6. ‘Attach a straw to the back of your pinwheel using the split pin, 
    and secure.’ 
    What does the word secure mean in this sentence?

Inference
7. Why do you think the writer has included a ‘TOP TIP!’?

8. Why must you push the split pin through the pinwheel carefully?

Year 5/6 CHALLENGE QUESTIONS
1. Why has the author used questions in their instructions?

2. These instructions include clear images. Why has the author chosen 
    to include these?



Questions

Now you have made your very own pinwheel. It’s great fun to play with on a windy 
day in the garden or on the beach. You could use colouring pens or pencils to 
decorate your pinwheel.
Why not make more in different colours? 

1. What will you make if you follow these instructions?

Recall

2. List four things that you need to make a pinwheel.

3. How large must your square of paper be?

4. What is pushed through the middle of the pinwheel?

Vocabulary
5. Find and copy a word that means join.

A pinwheel (windmill)

Any of the four following: paper, straw, split pin, scissors, 
glue, ruler, pencil

20cms by 20cms

a split pin

attach or connect



6. ‘Attach a straw to the back of your pinwheel using the split pin, 
    and secure.’ 
    What does the word secure mean in this sentence?

Inference
7. Why do you think the writer has included a ‘TOP TIP!’?

8. Why must you push the split pin through the pinwheel carefully?

Year 5/6 CHALLENGE QUESTIONS
1. Why has the author used questions in their instructions?

2. These instructions include clear images. Why has the author chosen 
    to include these?

This means that the straw should be joined so that it will it 
not come apart or fall off.

To help people making the pinwheel.
So that the people making it will be more successful as they 
will want their pinwheel to spin.

The split pin will probably be sharp so you must be careful 
not to hurt your fingers as you push it through.

The questions are rhetorical but they make the reader think. They 
will answer the question as they are reading and possibly think 
‘yes I like things that spin’ or that they would like to make more.

The images help the reader by showing them what each stage 
should look like.



My toy advert
Look in magazines and/or online to see how toys are advertised.
List some features below that are used to help persuade you to buy the product.

Your task:
Design a magazine advert for a toy that you have, or one you have made for the 
Design and Make activity in this pack.
Think about how you will use images and persuasive language to persuade people 
to buy the product. You can make notes below, and use the next sheet for your 
final advert.





Design and Make
Use these ‘research, design, make and evaluate’ sheets to help you to design, 
plan, make and evaluate a product following the design brief below.

Design brief: 
To research, design and create a toy with a moving part for a young 
child. 

Research
Find out about simple mechanical toys for young children.
Use the Internet or toys that you have at home to find out how they work.



Design
Design a toy that you could make using materials that you have available.

Diagrams of my design:

Materials needed: Equipment needed:



Make
Once you have finished your toy, write instructions to explain to someone else 
now to make it.



Evaluate
Look carefully at your finished product and compare it to the original design brief.
Write a paragraph in each section below to evaluate your finished toy against the 
design brief. 

What went well

What I found difficult

How I could improve my design further



Simple Mechanical Toys for Children



Toys from the PastToys from the Past
Children, throughout history, have always played with toys.
Look at the images of toys from the past and complete the table below.

Toy or game What is it? How might the toy or game 
have been used and who 

would have used it?

Is there a modern version 
still being used today? 

How is it different?



Choose one of the toys or games from the table that is still used today.
Why do you think this toy or game is still played with today? Explain in detail how the toy or game 
has changed over time.



Find out about another toy used in the past. Draw a picture of it and describe who would have used 
it how it would have been played with.



Daily JournalDaily Journal
What toys and games have you played 
with today?

Which toys did you play with outside?

Which toys or games were electronic?

Date:

Daily JournalDaily Journal
What toys and games have you played 
with today?

Which toys did you play with outside?

Date:

Which toys or games were electronic?


